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Th PRUSSIAN DOMINO, or FATAL EFFECTS of 
JEALOUSY., 


[From a Work, entitled “ Apparitions ; or the Mystery of Ghosts, 
Hobgoblins, and Haunted Houses, developed, by Joseph Taylor.”] 


A N officer of rank in the service of the late king of Prussia, 
having lost an amiable wife whom he tenderly loved, be- 
came quite inconsolable. Deeply wounded with his affliction, 
his mind was so absorbed in melancholy, that the transient 
pleasures of life were no longer a delight to him; he retired 
from the court and the field, and at once secluded himself from 
all society. 

Among the numerous friends who lamented his excessive 
sorrow, his monarch was not the last, who endeavoured toscothe 
his distracted mind with sympathetic tenderness. ludeed, 
his majesty considered him not only as an agreeable compa- 
nion, but a valuable friend; and was so much interested in his 
behalf, that he was determined, if possible, to divert his im- 
moderate grief. But neither the promises of promotion, nor 
the threats of disgrace, could draw him from his retirement. At 
length, after many zealous efforts had proved ineffectual, a 
plan was suggested by the king himse!f, which promised suc- 
cess. His majesty resolved to give a masquerade, to which, by 
inviting Lindorff (for that was the officer’s name), an oppor. 
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tunity mieht be again taken to entice him within that circle g ejact 
gaiety, of which be was once the admhation. _ ‘The invitatiog Is it 
being accompanied with aa affectionate and earnest solicita 


; P know 
tion from the king, Lindorff could not refuse accepting the ol 
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fer; and on the evening appointed, he was once more seen} 
the rooms of splendour and festivity. On bis entrance he metih 
king, Who, after greeting him with great kindness, began to rally 
hin upen his lace weakvess. Lindorf¥ th: vahed lis majesty 
for the honour he did him, and, after a short reply, they fu 
sowe ume walked up aod down the saloon together; when 
length it was agreed to part, that each might amuse himself a 
cording to his own liking, with the different characters exbj 
bited that evening. But the king’s intention was sok ly 
watch the movements ot Lindorff ; for with heartfelt regret he rep 
beheld, os they parted, the fixed melancboly that still broodelf eon 
on his countenance: and, when he beheld bim_ pass, with downe ant 
cast eves, he saloou, where the dance and music reigned wih ing 
such irresistible sway, ull hope of reclaiming the uoha APPS 
widower disappe med For some tiie he was witness of hig the 
melancholy deportment, and was much affected to find tha int 
where every face beamed a sinile, the countenance of Lindodh gai 
uione was sad and dejected. The king, despairing of his prok ani 
jeet being successful, was about to quit the rooms, when he po 
‘beheld Lindo: ff sudde ‘nly stop, and speak to a lady in a black jor 
domino. Rejoiced at the erreumstance, hope again revived} ho 


and he stayed lis departure, to watch the event. tit 
Lindortl, when he quitted the king, continued to walk up} th 

and down the rooms 3 nothing attracied his attention but the 

lacy in the black -domino, who, wherever he turned, alwap be 
a) peared before bim. At first he imavined the character im so 


tended merely toamuse him, and that her strange deportnent in 


was justigated by his friends; but the unusu: al sole eunnity ee |W 
tending her appearance, atter he bad in vain desired her to de ¥ si 
sist, struck bim wit ih astonishment. He suddenly stopped, aad | h 
dewanded who she was? “ I dare not tell you,” answered the } 0 
domino, in a deep and plaintive tone of voice. Lindo | n 
started—his blood ran cold; it was exactly the voice of his} t 
deceased wife. “ Who are you? for Heaven’s sake, tell me, } | 
r Ldee!” exclaimed Lindorff. “ You will be more wretched | s 

rm av you are, if [ tell you,” replied the mysterious vaknown; | t 
that doubly excited his curiosity. “ Tell me,” said he, “I}t 
‘onjure you; for L cannot be more wretched than [| now amt 
leii me all, and do not leave me in this state of jnquietude, ( 
Know then,” answered the domino, “ [ am your wile | 
lorff started—every nerve was wrung with anguish. “ [m- 
sible!” said be ina fright, “ it cannot be; yet the voice: | | 
ears the same ” Here bis tongue fi aulteri: ng, he ce: ased to |] 
eak. When he had somewhat recovered his recollection, he J 
eja- 
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ejaculated, “ In the name of God! do tell me who you are? 
Js ita trick, or do I dream.” “ Neither,” replied the an- 
knowns and continued, in the satne tone of voice, to describe 
several particulars relative to his family and i what manner 
many things were placed in the drawers belonging to his de- 
ceased wife, which none but himself and the departed knew of. 
At length he was convince ! the fivure before bin must be the 
apparition of his wife; and in the voice of auguish and 
despair, requested she would anmask, and let him see her face. 
That the figure refused to do saying, that would be a sight’ he 
could not bear. “ L can bear any thing,” he replied, “ but 
the pain your denial creates. | entreat you, let me see your 
face; do not'refuse me!” Again she denied bim, ‘tll at last, by 
repeaed entreaties, and his promise~ not to be alarmed, she 
consented to unmask, and desired him to follow her into an 
ante room; solemuly charging him not to give way to his teel- 
ings. They then proceeded to the adjoining room. 

The king who was an eye-witness of the deep conversation 
they were engaged in, bebeld, with rapture, their entrance 
into the ante-chamber, and saw the door closed. “ He ts cere 
tainly restored,” said the monarch, to his confiden tai attends 
ant; “ Lindorff is most assuredly saved; he bas mide an ap= 
pointment with some pretty woman, and has jost reured to ens« 
joy a private conversation. In her endearments he will, I 
hope, forget his sorrows. So we may now partake of the fes- 
tivities of the evening.” Saying which. he immediately joined 
the motley group with great cheerfulness. 

Lindorff felt his blood chill, as the voor of the ante-cham- 

ber closed, but, the warmth of affection returaing, he no 
sooner entered, than he clained the dreadful promise. Again, 
in the most solemn manner, she advised him not to urge that 
which might tend to his misery, as she was certain he ha’! not 
sutlicient fortitude to endure a sight of her. With horror he 
hesrd the remonstrance; and the solemuity of her deportment 
only inspired his eager curiosity the more. At jen th, a‘ter 
many strict injunctions, she hfted up the mask when the as- 
tonished Lindorff beheld the most horrid speciacle of a ske- 
leton head. “ Oh, God!” he exclumed, and, groaning, fell 
senseless on the floor. In vain the mysterious domino at- 
tempted to recover him. Sorrow ad for a long time preyed 
npon his existence and terror bul now tor ever quieted the un- 
happy Lindorf. He breathed no more; he was a_ liteless 
corpse, Lustantly the domino quitted his room, and retired 
from the masquerade, 
The king had just returned to the post of observation, and 
saw the domino depart. In vain he waited for Lindorff to fol- 
low; an hour expired, and no Lin iuril appeared. This raised 
the Curiosity ol the monarch. The door was left pardy open, 
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and he resolved to enter; when, to his great surprise and s 
row, be beheld Lindorff stretched on the floor, a corpse. § 
instantly alarmed the company; but the mystery of his deg 
in vain they attempted to develope. No marks of violen 
appeared on his body, which was che more astonishing; an 
to add to the mystery, the masqued lady was not to be foun 
ip any of the rooms. Messengers were then dispatched, anf 
advertisements distributed all over the city of Berlin, offerig 
large rewards for her apprehension; bat no further infomd 
tion could be gained, than that deposed by two chairmen, why 
affirmed, they brought the domino to the rooms; their accoum 
only added tothe mystery. 

Their declaration was as follows—“* Having received a let 
ter, enjoining secrecy, and desiring them to attend in the dus 
of the evening at a certain church porch, to carry a lady | 
the masquerade; they, thinking it was some person who im 
tended to play the character of a hobgoblin or sprite, did noi 
hesitate,and made no farther inquiry, but proceeded, at thi 
hour appointed, to the place mentioned, where they found ¢ 
person waiting in a black domino, just as the advertisement 
described. On their arrival, without speaking a word, thé 
domino placed the money for hire in their bands, and instantly 
entered the chair, which they immediately conveyed to th 
masquerade. On their arrival, without uttering a word, she 
darted from them into the crowd, and they saw no more ¢ 
her until twelve o’clock, when, on passing the door, they dis 
covered the domino again seated in the chair. They wer 
much surprised at such strange conduct; but, without reflect 
ing on the event, they conveyed ber back again, as was agreed, 
to the same church porch, where they received a further gre 
tuity, and departed.” Such was the deposition of the wo 
chairmen, at once mysterious and incomprehensible. This it 
telligence still more astonished the king, who, io vain used 
every method to make further discovery in this extraordinaly 
and unhappy affair. 

Several years elapsed without any thing occurring that couli 
lead to a developement of this dreadful catastrophe. Al 
search after the Jady was now given up, and nothing but the 
remembrance of the unhappy affair remained. At length the 
hour arrived, when this mystery was explained. 

A lady, then at the point of death, requested to see some 
confidential friend of the king; which request was imme 
diately complied with ; to whom she made the following col 
fession. In accents scarcely audible, she told them, she was 
the person who appeared in the black domino, in so mysterious 
an manner, to Lindorff, and which unhappily caused his death. 
That revenge for neglected love instigated her to play the patt 
she did; but that she had no ideathe consequence —_ have 
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nd been so fatal: her intention being merely to assume the ap- ! 
. pearance of bis deceased wife, in order that she might upbraid 
dex him, and gratily her revenge for having broke his vow in mar- 
oleng rying her sister instead of herself; and also that she might el- " 
3 ani fectually persuade him to desist from his melancholy iatentions 
foun of remaining a widower, aud prevail on him to marry her,— ; 
a, an for alihough he refused her request personally, yet she ima. 
Teripy gived the scheme must be successful, when played off under 
o1ma the appearauce of a spirit ot his deceased wite; ani to de- 
, whi ceive his imagination she hed endeavoured to perso.ity her, 
coun for which purpose she had procured the head of a skeleton, 
and assumed that character which had proved the death of 
a let the man she so ardently loved, and the source of endless wise ry 
dus to herself. Shethen related the conversation that bad passed 
ly 4 between them on the fatal evening, and fully described the 
o ial whole particulars of that mysterious affair: she likewise ac- 
| nos knowledged she endeavoured to imitate the voice of bis de- 
the ceased wife; and declared her imtention in having the chair 
d 3 brought to the church porch was to :ender the proceeding the 
ent more mysterious and incomprehensible in case of a scrutiny. 
the Ona concluding this melancholy tale, she fetched a deep sigh, t 
pth and instantly expired. 
r: Now, while this horrible story furnishes a caution of the 
df most inpressive kind against indulging the reveries of jea- 
se Jousy, let it also furnish another against the diabolical wicked- 
we ness of 3 playing at ghosts. Some young persons have been 
m terrified into insanity by such means; and the strongest nerves 
d put to a trial they could scarcely, if at ail, support. This 
* story, by its explanation, deprives us of an ther ghost; aud 
" could we trace tie major part of those which appear to be 
‘ weil authenticated, they would issue in coutrivance and im- 
, posture. 
' 
AFFECTING INCIDENT. 
, HE Captain of the Don schooner, from Gottenburgh, 
while delivering a cargo of deais and iron to Messrs. 
Head and Co. of Newcastle. upon-Tyne, a few days ago, was 
accosted by a miserable looking young man, just returned from 
a French prison, beseeching a litthe employment. The cape 
tain, in reply, said, be was sorry that he was not in want of 
any additional hands, as his crew was fully adequate to dis 
charge the cargo, The young man, in return, expressed his 
regre!, but urged the captain to suffer him to work only tor 
his meat, as he was literally starving for want of food. Come 
miserating the vouth’s unhappy situation, the captain complied 
with 
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with the condition, andthe young man went cheerfully to work 
in the hold among the crew. Observing, on the second day, 
the eager assiduity of the stranger to discharge his duty, the 
captain asked him of what place be was a native? “ Lerwick,” 
he rephed. “ Lerwick—Lerwick "rejoined the captain, 
“and what is your name?f’—* James Work,” replied the 
youth. Pulpitating wih eager anxiety, and afraid he might 
be inistakcn, the captaiu immediately inquired if he had a bro- 
ther. “ L had,” said he, “ but it is a long time since I saw 
him.” “ What is his name—his name?” almost breathlessly 
inquired the master. “ Laurence Work,” replyed the youh. 
* ‘Then you must have had letters from your brother!” says the 
exptain. Ob! yes, Sir” “ Come, come, come alosg with 
me,” said the captain, hastily, and immediately hurried him 
into the cabin. ‘ Have you any objections to shew me those 
fetters frou: your brother?” asked the captain. “ Certainly 
not,” suid he, and immediately produced them. The capraia, 
assured then almost to a certainty who the young man was, 
produced corresponding leiters to himself, and upon the mutual 
correspondence being laid upon the table, each exclaimed— 
“ Brotver!”? and they instantaneously rusbed into each others 
arins, and for several minutes their feelings were so overpowers 
ed with the warmth of their affections, that neither of them 
could speak “ull tears came to their relief. 








For the Weekly Entertainer. 


REFLECTION. 


JEACE not only affords us a prospect of these blessings 
which result from a friendly and uninterrupted intercourse 
with foreign states, but gives us ample leisure to contemplate 
on those past scenes of domestic confusion and embarrass- 
ment which a state of warfare never fails to engender. 

A general participation ia an evil calis for the zealous exer- 
lion, and active co-operation, of every man, to suguest a 
remedy, or to obviate a recerrence of the calamity; perhaps a 
more ventie, but a more effectual chastisement has never been 
given to the first promoters of this direfal war, than the uni- 
versal ebuiliition of joy manifested throughout the kingdoin oa 
the fiist dawn of its ‘ermination. And were we as sirenuous in 
our remonstrauce against its commencement, as we are elated 
at its conclusion, war would never be undertaken, but for the 
prese! vation of pational honour. Do we not afford facilities 
for its coutinvance by the encouragement we give to paper 
credit? 
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eredit? This mania fer speculation founds your country banks, 
and the stamps they issue feed the exchequer—mark the re- 
sult! The credulous artizan, and the unsuspecting yeoman, de- 
posit the little fruits of their hard earned industry im the cof- 
fers of these more daring speculators, ‘till at last some sweep- 
ing failure, in an hazardous enterprize, swallows up the whole, 
and Jeaves one undistinguished ruin; this is not a picture 
drawn by a heated imagination, or over-charged in its coluur- 
ing; repeated instances occur to prove the validity of the 
charge. 

Contrast with the conduct of these nefarious speculators, 
that of the upright country gentleman, of real landed estate 
and great personal property, who opens a bank to assist the 
merchant in the fair and honourable pursuit of commerce, sa- 
tished with the moderate interest accruing from the diffaeion 
of his wealth; such a man acquires confidence, and werits 
esteem; and though the popular indignation is now levellea 
against the whrole, yet it belioves the people not to be too pie- 
cipitate in their conchesien is, lest they create the very evil they 
wish to avoid. There is a reciprocity of interests in the cone 
tinuance and support of a bank established on public piinci- 
ple, but still it cannot be proof against that clamour wh ch 
malignity might create. These observations are occasioned by 
a late tumultuous and wanton attack on a well known most 
honourable and firmly-established house. 

Colyton, August 26. 





Report of the Select Committee of the House of Com- 


mons on the Corn Laws. 


tee select committee to whom the several petitions which 
have been presented to this house, in the present session 
of parliament, upon the subject of the corn laws, were referred, 
to consider so nuch of the said petitions as relates to the trade 
in foreign corn, and to the duties now payable therupon; and 
to report the same, with their observations thereupon, to the 
house, and who were also empowered to report ihe minutes of 
evidence taken before them; have considered the matters re- 
ferred to them; and have agreed to the following report: 

In taking into their consideration the important subject re- 
ferred to them by the house, they have proceeded, in the first 
place, to examine into the state of the growth of corn at home, 
and the circumstances which affectthe same. Toe laws which 
regulate the importation of foreign corn, and the duties pay- 
able thereupon, having been altered from time to time, wuha 
reference tu these circumstances, and to the expense of raising 
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coin in this country, it appeared to your committee that such 
an enquiry must necessarily precede, and form part of any cone 
sideration of the trade in foreign corn. 

Under this first head, therefore, your committee have turned 
their attention to the following points: 

Ist. The recent extension and improvement of the agricul- 
ture of the united kingdom: 

2d. The present expence of cultivation, including the rent: 

3d. The price necessary to remunerate the grower. 

On the first point, it appesrs to your committee to be estab- 
lished by all the evidence, that, within the last twenty years, a 
very rapid and extensive progress bas been made in the agricule 
ture of the united kingdom: that great additional capitals 
have been skilfully and successfully upplyed, not only to the 
improved mauagement of lands already in tillage, but also te 
the converting of large tracts of interior pasture into produc, 
tive arable, and the reclaiming and inclosing of fens, com, 
inons, and wastes, which have been brought into a state of re- 
gular cultivation: that many extensive enterprises, directed to 
the same important objects, are some of them still in their in- 
fancy; that others, though in a more forward state, do not yet 
make any return for the large advances which have been laid 
out vepon them; and that these advances, in Many instances, 
will be a total loss to the parties (involving also the loss to the 
nation of the produce, which in afew years might be expected 
from such expensive undertakings) if, from the want of a sut- 
ficient encouragement to continue them, they should be aban- 
doned in their present unfinished state. 

lt is to the stimulus of this encouragement, during the last 
twenty years, more than to any other cause, that all the wite 
nesses ascribe the great increase which has taken place in the 
aunual produce of our soil, and the late rapid extension of the 
improved system of our husbandry; a system which, it is stat- 
ed by them, has originated in, and can only be maintained by 
iarge additions to the farming capital of the kingdom. The 
great source of this encouragement, in the judgment of your 
committee, is to be traced to the increasing population and 
growing opulence of the united kingdom; but.it is also not te 
be concealed, that these causes, which they trust will be ef a 
permanent and progressive nature, have been incidentally but 
considerably aided by those events, which, during the conti- 
nuance of the war, operated to check the importation of 
foreign corn, The sudden removal of these impediments ap- 
pears to hive created among the occupiers of land, a certain 
degree of alarm, which, if not allayed, would tend, in the opi- 
nion of the witnesses examined by your committee, not only 
to prevent the inclosure and cultivation of great tracts of land 
still lying waste and unproductive, but also to counteract the 
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spirit of improvement in other quarters, and to check its pro- 
ress upon lands already under tillage. 

(2.). . With respect tothe second point, “ the expense of. 
cultivation, including the reat,” itis stated by all ihe evidence, 
that, within the same period of twenty years, the money rent 
of land, taken upon an average, has been doubled; but if the 
value of the rent be measured! by the proportion which it bears 
tothe gross produce of the land, it appears. to have very con- 
siderably diminished within the. period in question: the land- 
lord’s share: of the whole produce of estates occupied by 
tenants, having been twenty years ago about one-third, and 
being now calculated at no more than from one-touarth to ones 
fifth. : With respect to, the amount of capital requisite for 
the stecking of a farm, and the genera) expenses of manage- 
mentdnd caltivation, there appears to be very little difference 
in. the evidence. They are stated to be at least double what 
they were twenty years ago.. 

Without pretending to offer to the house any statement by 
which they might be enabled to form an opinion, how much 
ofi this increase of charge has been preduced by increased 
taxation; your committee have thought it not unconnected 
with this part of their inguiry, to call for an account of the 
total amount of taxes received into the exchequer, in the 
several years ending the 5th of April, 1791, 1804, and 1814; 
which will be found ia the appendix. 

(8)~ On the third point, “ the price necessary to remunerate 
the grower. of corn,” it is obvious that it must be alwost im- 
possible to arrive at any very precise conclusion; and that this 
price will. vary according to the variation of soil, markets, 
skill, and industry in the occupier, and many other circum- 
stances affecting differently not only different districts, but 
different farms in the same district. At the same time, there 
can be no doubt that these circumstances are taken into con- 
sideration, both by those who let, and those who take farms; 
and that their calculations of charges and outgoings on the 
one hand, and of return on the other, are made with a refer- 
ence to some given price, as that which, upon a fair average 
crop, would be necessary to remunerate the grower. It is the 
price which your committee have endeavoured to ascertain. 

One of the witnesses examined by your committee states, 
that, according to the calculations which he has made of the 
expenses and produce upon a farm which he occupies, he is 
of opinion that, wheat being at 72s. per quarter, the growers 
of corn would be able to live; but this calculation, he adds, is 
made on the supposition that the property tax will be taken 
off, and the price of labour reduced. 

it is the concurrent opinion of most of the other witnesses, 
that 80s. per quarter is the lowest price which would afford to 
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the British grower an adequate remuneration. Their evidence 
is inserted at length in the minutes, and their names) will be 
foundty include wavy of the most eminem surveyors and land 


agents from different parts of Great Britain, as we!l as some: 


persons who have been long and very extensively engaged ip 


the corn trade, and several occupiers of land distinguished for. 


their ; t.ctical knowledge, and the accurate manner in which 
they have kept their farming accounts. Qa this part of the 
subject, it is very material to bear in mind, that many of these 
Wibesses, who are very extensively employed as surveyors and 
land «gents in letting of estates, elt concur in stating that the 
cviculation, upon which they have proceeded for some years 
have in no instance been below Sos. a quarter; and that they 
have frequently exceeded that price. 

Several other witnesses, equally distinguished for their.know- 
ledge and experience in matters connected with the leuing of 


estates and the agriculture of the country, state, that the price . 


of 80s. a quarter will vot afford a sufficient protection to the 
Britist) grower. ‘The evidence and calculations which they 


have given to the committee, will also be found in the appene. 


dix; by a reterence io which it will appear, that several prices, 
from’ 84s. to YGs. have becn stated by different witnesses, as 
the lowest which onder the present chorges and expencse of 
culuvatidn, woul afford a fair remuneration to the grower. 

It may be’ proper to observe, that these latter calculations 
appesr, in most instances, to be futnished by witnesses, whose 
attention and experience have beeu priucipally directed to 
districts consisting chiefly of cold clay, or waste and inferior 
lands, on which wheat cannot be grown but at an expense ex~ 
ceeding the average charge of its cultivation on better soils. 
On lands of this desciption, however, a very considerable pro- 
portion of wheat is now raised; and it appears by. the evi- 
dence, that, if sach Inands were withdrawn from mT they; 
would for many years be of very little use as pasiure; and 
thet the loss from such a change, as well to the occupiers as to 
the general stock of national subsistence, would be very 
great, 





-~ 


Your committee having thus briefly stated the principal re- 
sult of their inquiry into the state of our own agriculture, and 
the circumstances which affect the growth and price of corn 
iu the united kingdums; it remains for them to bring before 
tue house, in a lke manner, the substance of the evidence 
which they have procured respecting the trade in foréign 
corn; which seems naturally to form the second and only re- 
inaining brane of this important subject, as far as it stands 
icterred to the Consideration of your committee. 
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They have, in the first place, to express their regret atnot 
having been able to procure any jnformation respecting the 
expense of raising corn in foreign countries; but, although 
their endeavours have failed in this respec’, your committee 
have collected such evidence, on other poinis, as appears to 
them very important for the due consideration of the corn 
laws. 

it appears from the statement of Mr. Scott, a member of 
your cotnmittee, confirmed by the evidence of other witues- 
ses acquainied with the trade in foreiga corn, that, in the 
countries bordering on the Baltic and the North Sea, wheat is 
grown, not so much for the consumption of their own popula- 
tiou (which is supplied by rye and other inferior grain) as for 
a foreign market: that, from Poland in particular, the greatest 
part of ‘the wheat annually produced, is regularly sent down to 
the shipping ports of the Baltic for exportation; and that 
these are the only ports of Europe to which the couniries not 
growing wheat enough for their own consumption can resort, 
with a certainty of procuring an annual supply. lo these 
ports it uppears, from the evidence, tht the price of whe.t is 
not regulated, as it is in countries whese it forms the habitual 
subsistence of the people, by the state of the home market; 
but almost entirely by the demand in the viher couatrivs of 
Europe, which are in the. habit of making large purchases ia 
the Baltic : that the market price of wheat at Danizic, for in- 
stafice, 1s notso much affected by the abundance or deficiency 
of the crop in Poland, where, be the quantity more or less, it 
is grown for exportation, as it is by the price in the markets of 
London or Lisbon, It is therefore obvious, that, if the prices 
in these and the other importing m rhets should be very low, 
the price in the ports of the Baltic must fall to meet them: 
consequently there is scarcely any price in our own market, 
which, under circumstances of a general abuadance in the 
other parts of Europe, would be sufficiently low to prevent 
an importation of corn from those foreign ports at which 
a considerable supply is annually accumulated for exportatiou 
only. 

Two obvious, but very important inferences, are to be de- 
rived from this evidence: Ist. That im the eveat of the price 
at which foreign corn should be adwitied to importation duty 
free being raised from 63s. to 83s. per quarter, (ussumiag, for 
‘the sake of argument, the latier to be the price necessary for 
the protection of the British grower), this alteration would in 
no degree cheek the importation of corn from foreign coun 
tries, whenever the quantity grown in this kingdow should be 
below an average crop. And, 2d That under certain cir- 
cumstances, a price in the home m.rket, already so low as to 
‘be altogether inadequate to the remuneration of the British 

' 5X2 grower, 
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gro ger, might be still further depressed by an importation 
of foreign corn, if the law should not interfere to:check such 
IMportation. 

_ In France, it appears by the evidence, the growth of wheat 
is, in common yeats, fully adequate to her consumption; and 
that itis only occasionally, when her own harvest is very de- 
ficient, that any considerable purchases are made on her own 
account in the Baltic. , This eountry, on the contrary, having 
been for many years habitually and extensively dependent on 
a foreign supply, our demand bas borne so large a proportion 
to that of other countries, that the Baltic prices are princi- 
pally governed by those of the British market. 

_ If this country, either from policy or necessity, should con- 
tinue to depend on the import of foreign corn for the subsist- 
ence of a portion of its population, it is obvions, from all the 
evidence, that the Baltic is the only part of Europe upon 
which we can rely for a steady and regular supply; that Spain 
or Portugal are more or less our habitual competitors in that 
market; and that France resorts to it occasionally, when ber 
own harvest is deficient. Occasionally, also, the government 
of France appears to permit the exportation of a part of her 
own produce, but only for a limited time, and: when her own 
markets are very much depressed. This, therefore, is a re 
source which cannot be reckoned upon by an habitually im- 
porting country. It may be forthcoming when least wanted, 
and withheld at the moment of our greatest need. 

It is a fact, not undeserving the attention of the house, that 

a considerable duty appears to be levied on all corn exported 
from the Baltic. Your committee have reason to believe, that 
this duty has been greatly increased on some occasions, when 
ihe wants of this country were most’ pressing. Indeed it can- 
not escape observation, that revenue being the object for 
which a duty is imposed; and the prices in the Baltic being 
governed by price here, the scale uf such a duty adinits of be- 
ing increased in proportion to the degree of scarcity and con- 
sequent high price existing in this country. 

from a consideration of this and the many other inconveni- 
ences, both domestic and political, which’in a country like this, 
cannot fail to grow out of a stateof habitual and extensive 
dependence on a supply of foreign corp, your committee have 
great satisfaction in observing, that of late the export of corn 
from Great Britain and Ireland has nearly, if not fully, ba- 
lanced the importation. Looking to this important change in 
our situation; to the abundance which we now enjoy; and to 
the great and extensive improvement made in cultivation both 
here and in [reland, your committee cannot bat indulge a hope 
that we have nearly arrived at that state, in which nothing but 
discouragement and consegent falling off of our own.agti- 
culture 
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culture can again drive us to the necessity of trusting to large 
jmportations of foreign corn, except in unfortunate seasons, 
when it may be necessary to resort to this resource to supply 
the deficiency of our own harvest. 

Should this expectation be confirmed, as they trust it will, 
by the experience of future years, it will be highly gratifying 
to the view which your comunittee take of this important oa- 
tional concern. ‘They are convinced that areliance on foreiga 
importation, to a large amount, is neither salutary nor safe tor 
this country to look to as a permanent system ; ard that many 
of the sacrifices and privations to which the people have been 
obliged to submit, during the late long and arduous contest, 
would have been materially alleviated if their means of sub- 
sistence had been less dependent on foreign growth. If, com- 
pelled by the frequent recurrence of those sacrifices and pri- 
yations, the country has at last made exertions which will 
enable us, under ordinary circumstances, to hold ourselves ine 
dependent of the precarious aid of foreign supply,—your 
committee, without venturing to suggest the mode, cann 
doubt that it will become the wisdom, and will consequently 
be the policy of parliament, on the one hand, by protecting 
British agriculture, to maintain, if not to extend, the present 
scale of its exertions and produce; and on the other, consist- 
ently.with this first object, to afford the greatest possible fae 
cility and inducement to the importof foreign corn, whenever, 
from adverse seasons, the stock, of our own growth shall be 
found inadequate to the consumption of the united kingdom. 

As connected with the general interests of trade, even in- 
dependent of the great object of occasionally supplying our 
own wants, it is evident that this country possesses peculiar ad- 
vantages for becoming a deposit for foreign corn. It can only 
be made so by our allowing the free import of grain, to be 
bonded and wwarehoused free from all duty, and as inuch as pos- 
sible from local charges, or harassing regulations; and by the 
owners of grain so bonded being permitted, at all times, aud 
under all circumstances, to take itoutof the warehouses, either 
for exportation or for home cousumption ; subject,in the latter 
case, only to the same rules and duties as may be applicable to 
any other corn immediately entered for that purpose. Your 
committee are so forcibly impressed with the importance of 
this measure, that they. cannot conclude this report without 
stating their opinion,—that any encouragement which could 
ensure to this country the benefit of becoming the place of in- 
termediate deposit in the trade of corn from the north to the 
south of Europe, would in addition to other very important ad- 
vantages, have at all times a tendency to keep the price more 
steady in the home market, and to atford to the country a se- 
curity, the best, perhaps, that, in the present increased state of 
out 
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our population, can be devised, against the effectsof a deficient 
harves*. ri gill 
July 26, 1814. 
(To be continued.) 





NEST OF ANTS. 


Parca licet componere magnis.—V irc. 


Learn each small people’s genius, policies— 
‘Ihe ant’s republic and the realm of bees.—Pors. 





To tHe Epitor, 
Str, 


iy crossing a field lately near Weston, Somerset, I felt my 
foot suddenly sink into a heap of very soft earth; an inci 
dent which, though it might appear a first harmless and in- 
different, was fraught with consequences the most alarming 
and destroctive. This one unyuarded step, Sir, was fullowed 
by nothing less than the slaughter of incalculable hundreds, 
and the awful convulsion of a whole empire! ht was a nest of 
ants; and the measures puisued by the executive authorities, 
and by the citizens themselves, on this calainitous oceasion, 
were so curiously interesting (making an allowance for the 
stretches of fancy) as to arrest my attention for a whole hoor, 

As soon as the first terrors occasioned by the shock had sub- 
sided, I could surmise that an express was dispatclied to the 
residence of the consul to acquaint bim with particulars, and 
in less than two minutes he made his appearance on the im 
mediate scene of distress and ruin: he was a fine looking fek 
low, and an honour to the high office with which he was in- 
vested. Thouzh I could perceive his excellency was much 
agitated at this unexpected disaster, yet, putting the best face 
upon things, he convoked the senate without delay to delibe 
rate upon the best means of retrieving the loss. There wasa 
very full attendance of members, and no doubt some noodle 
specimens of pismire eloquence; but one above all others 
seemed to attract extraordinary attention, and was unquestion- 
ably the Nestor of the house. He was apparently very eged 
and infirm, walked rather lame, and had very much the air of 
a privy-counsellor ; hislungs, too, I rather think were but so so, 
as he did not speak in his place like the rest, bat paced it 
slowly up to the further end of the assembly, close to the chair 
of Mr. Speaker. 

After a long and impressive harangue (as I could not per- 
ceive that the house divided) 1 suppose -his motiun was car- 
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stout, resolute pismires, armed with bits of straw, &c. (special 
constables, | fancy, sworn in on the emergency) parade it up 


ing the peace: they were fast giving way to superior numbers, 
aid by the colonel’s command, charged the populace with ite 


finement. ‘Lhis decisive conduct of the military very soon 
restored good order, and left the unfortunate sufferers to lament 
over this imprudence at their leisure. 


this havoc and contusion, I could not but regret the total want 


cary, though another kind of professional charagters seemed 
numerous enough, for L observed a knot of designing: fellows 
ina corner by themselves, whom I believe in my conscience to 


marking, that thoagh they constantly impelled others into the 

fays and quarrels, they kept most securely aloof themselves. 
Now, Sir, what a fine field is here opened to the philosophii- 

cal and contemplative mind, to refiect upon the various pluns 


peace to their republic—their various modes of assuaging the 
dire calamities of warfare, and of celebrating its victorious re- 
sult. Did they—But my old aunt has been ringing for me to 
tea this half-hour, so [ must remain 

PEEPING TOM. 





TORNADOES. 


[From the Western Spy, American Paper, of June 25.] 








Communicate the following, chiefly: on account of one or 
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red by acelamation; and the result, [ suspect; was that’a fine; 
tall, robust pismire was instantly appointed dictator, with the 
usual Caution, to’ take care “ne guid respublica detrimenti 
eaperet.” This gallant officer, Sir, rushed outof the assembly, 
gelloped back through thick and thin into the city, upset three 
‘ s on their backs, knocked down a 
fat alderman pismire that was going to join the city volunteers, 
and darted clown @ narrow lane that 1 afterward found led to 
the curn-market; there [lost him. Meanwhile the idle and 
discontented part of the community, thinking this a fair op- 
portugity to feather their nests, and kick up a dust, were be- 
come very uoruly and outrageous ;—in vain. did a number of 


and down, and lay about them right and left with a view of keep- 


and would certainly have been overpowered, hud not the ad- 
vanced column of the dictator’s army made its appearance, : 


resistible impetuosity. Herea lamentable scene ensued: thous 
sands bit the dust, aod hundreds tarried off into close con- 


And here, Sir, having been myself the primary cause of all 


of surgical and medical assistance in a case that soimperiausly 
demanded both: but no, this populous republic, L verily be- 
lieve, could not boast so much as a single surgeon or apothe- 


have been lawyers; and I am confirmed in this belief from ree 


adopted by this industrious little people on the restoration of 


two circumstances attending these phenomcua of oature, 
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which Ido! not'recollect to have noticed: in-any description | 
lave seen. + il 

Two passed in this vicinity on Saturday last, attended with 
their usual destructive effects upon the timber, and razed the 
few buildings in their course to their foundations, destroying, 
fences, corn, &c. In crossing the Ohio river, the waterwa 
taken out, and fish of every description ‘were:thrown and left 
upon the land. The lowet end of Wabash bslaud is desolaed, 
On passing, it threw the stromg house of Captain. Casey en 
tirely duwn, and, sad to relate; killed two med apd. the wifeol 
one of them, and wounded three other persons Casey-had 
removed away, One of :-he men killed was of the ‘name of 
Culver., What further damage was done we have not yet 
heard. - The broken branches of trees continue still to float by 
us in the river. 

The course of the two was nearly parallel and simultaneous, 
about 15 or 20 miles apart, proceeding from S. W.to.N. £ 
One passed through the prairies om Litthe Wabash, and was 
beyond our sight. The other passed in plain view, distant, on 
the first appearance, about thiee or four miles, aod from the 
levelness of the country was visible for many leagues io its 
nes amr Its shape was much like that of a cone, ora sugar 
o«f, with the small end downwards, or rather like a speaking 
trumpet, its upper part flaring considerably as it joined the 
cloud above. It was as-black as pitch, and appeared to boil 
like that substance over a furnace. The cloud above was also 
very black. The extent at boitom of the tornadoes has been 
ascertamed to have been between half a mileand a mile. 

A singular circumstance, observed by selt and others who 
were withia- half a unile, was this—that: the most vivid flashes 
of lightning were seen to pass between the beavens and the 
earth 10 quick succession, just in front and rear,and sometimes 
throuzh the body of the tornado (or perhaps around it ina 
Jine from it to our eyes) and still no peals of thunder were 
heard from them. [ do not think I ever saw such broad and 
vivid flashes before in my life; indeed I never before had/so 
deliberate aud fair a view of a phenomenon of this nature. 

lt has occurred to me, and | submit it to philosophers to 
decide, whether the extreme velocity of the air within the 
whirl, did vot prevent the vibrations (or undulations) by which 
sound js conveyed, frous being communicated to the tranquil 
air without? Were not the vibrations carried round and round 
within the tornado and there expanded? This opinion is con- 
firmed to me by the recollection of what L-have heard persons 
say, who have been in tornadoes, that there is a continual 
loud, thundering sound, which | think is produced by the elec- 
tric concussions within the whirl. They hear ‘it continually; 
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? jis those out of it hear nothing, even from the fiercest flashes of 
with} lightning. 

Sthef , d will mention but one other circumstance—the hail-stones 
ying f whichfel] in these tornadoes were as large as a man’s two fists. 
wah They were tried to be put into a pint tin cup, and would not 
deft} goin. Hail of this dimension may be formed by being borne 
ted,§ up and driven round through a moist medium by the whirling 
emf wind, before being Jet down to the -ground. Whereas by 
eof descending in a direct line, or nearly so, it can never become 





had f so large. S. GRISWOLD. 
va Shawnoetown, Ill. Ter. June 2, 1814. 
; by 
BRITISH NAVAL BENEVOLENCE, 

Us, 
£ IS majesty’s sloop Nancy, of 18 guns, lately proceeded 
v5 from, Buenos Ayres to the Faikland Island§ in quest of 
on some ship-wrecked mariners and passengers. ‘The following 
the extracts of a letter from an officer of that ship will be read 
its with interest :— 
at “ We arrived in this roadstead (Buenos Ayres) after en- 
ng countering a series of the. most tempestuous weather I ever 
he experienced: we from unceasing perseverance have executed 
vil the important service sent upon. The Anicers islands, upon 
30 which we discovered the wretched people, are dangerous in 
0 the extreme, and surrounded by innumerable and extensive 

reefs; upon one of which we had a most miraculous escape ; 
) had the vessel gone to pieces, not a man would have been 
s saved, from the steepuess of the shore and beavy surf. 
e “ We were amonth upon our passage, and three-and-twenty 
$ days in returning, and had constant gales during our stay at 
the islands. The weathcr was so piercing cold, with snow 
and hail, that the crew could not keep the decx, or perform 
| the least duty, and we were all but a complete wreck when we 


) returned. It was with great difficulty we patched her up to 
bring us here. She is now past going to sea, and our seamen’s 
limbs and sinews are so dreadfully contracted, that I fear some 
of then will be in a similar situation. We found on the 
islands the unhappy people we went in search of (48 in num- 
ber), except two American seainen ; but from our long pas- 
sage there, and the prospect of another one back, we should 
not have been able, for want of provisions, to bring them all 
away, had we not most fortunately captured an American, on 
board of which we pat 58, and took ourselves 15. The Ame- 
rican arrived safe at Rio Janeiro. Sir H. Hayes, bart. Ca, tain 
Ducie, of the 73d segiment, his wife, and two children, were 
among those we brought off; also the master of the vessel 
they were wrecked in.” 
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The letter from his majesty’s ship Nancy speaks in the high. 


est terms of the unwearied exertions of her commander, Lien. 
tenant D’Aranda; he will, with the rest of his officers and 
crew, have, for the remainder of their lives, the pleasing recol- 
lection, that by those exertions they have saved the lives of 
nearly 50 of their tellow creatures. 


REFLECTION. 


ELE that cannot live well to-day, will be less qualified to 


live well to-morrow. 


Lesson against Dishonesty. 


Man of the name of Clarke was hung at Chelmsford, in 
Essex, on the 12th of August last. He appeared peni- 
tent, and deiivered to his friends the following singular letter 


Condemned Cells, Friday Morning, August 12. 


I, Edward Clarke, now in a few hours expecting to die, do 
sincerely wish, as my last request, that three of my fingers be 
taken from my hands, to be given to my three children as a 
warning to them, as my fingers were the cause of bringing my- 
self to the gallows and my children to poverty; and Lf also re- 
quest that Mr. E. EB. Collis and Mr. C, Brown, two brother pri- 
soners, will be so kind as tosee it done, they knowing which 
they are, by their marking them at my peqaent with ink; and I 
acknowledge with sincere thanks their being as good as to sit 
up in prayer all night before my execution with me and iny fel- 
low prisonersin the condemned cells, which I hope the Lord will 
bless them for.” This request was strictly complied with by 
ihe surgeon, and the two prisoners mentioned in the letter. 
Being crooked-fingered is a familiar phrase in many places for 
thievery, and probably originated in the just idea that all de- 
viation from honesty is a departure from the line of duty and 
rectitude, 





A Question, by G. Geach, of Mr. Chiver’s School, St. Austell, 


‘IVEN the three sides of a plane triangle==10, 17, and 

J 25 chains respectively—required the dimensions and 
area of the greatest obl mg that can be described therein, with 
the respective areas of each angular part made by the said 
oblong. 
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THE LILY. 


6 te: Lily long in sadness lay, 
And seem’d by hope forsaken, 
When pity caus’d the Rose, one day, 
From balmy rest to waken 5 
And say, ‘f We’ll vie, my comrades dear, 
This stranger in defending ; 
Good Thistle, let no peril near, 
Your steely points extending! 
And Oh! my lovely Shamrock, now 
Its drooping leaves enwreathing, 
No venom to approach allow, 
Your hallow’d mayic breathing!” 


Befriended thus, the Lily grew 
As fair, as bold as ever! 
The flow’rs allied around it threw 
A balm shall leave it never! 
While Nature, charm’d to see, once more, 
Her purest fav’rite thriving, 
To Vreedom soon the blossdéms bore, 
For whom they seem’d reviving, 
And said—‘*Oh! sister, never part 
The flowers thus fondly blended, 
*Till loves thee not thy Nature’s heart, 
And Time his course has ended!” 

















For the WrekLy ENTERTAINER, 


TRIBUTE TO THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON. 


wt N Europe bow’d down to the hand of oppression, 
And virtue and treedom had bled with the brave : 
When empires and kingdoms had fall’n in succession, 
While struggling their own independence to save; 
When gloom and despair hover’d o’er every nation, 
Phen Europe’s best hope was, Britannia, in thee ; 
And soon did she rise from her base degradation, 
When Wellington came from the land of the free. 


The bright star of freedom had fled from those regions, 
Where Gallia the banner of conquest wav’d high; 
And slav’ry’s hard yoke was enforc’d by ber legions, 
*Till Wellington’s genius compell’d them to fly : 
The ficlds of Iberia shall time’s future story, 
Record in bright characters, Britain, to thee ; 
And Wellington’s deeds shall be deathless in glory, 
W ho conquer’d for peace, and the land of the free, 


By the gleam of his sword freedom rose from her sadness, 
While tyranny trembled to hear his dread name ; 
he nations in chains heard his triumphs with gladness, 
And burst the strong fetters that bound them with shame. 


Wake, 
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Wake, Britons, the song to your hero so glorious ; 
Britannia, he claims a just tribute from thee; 
Iberia, be grateful! you'd ne’er been victorious, 
Had Well’sley ne’er came from the land of the free. 
With honour thy name shall desce:d down to ages, 
The helds thou hast won future warriors shall tell; 
Tho’ a tear deck the eye, herves, puets, and sages, 
Shall sing where Le Marchant and Cadoga fell; 
?T was thy vict’rics and tame fir’d the Russ’ with that spirit, 
That ne’er to invasion will bend the stiff knee; 
Forget not, Germania, forget not his ment, 
Four Wellington conquer’d that you might be free. 
Long, long, may the peace he has won prove a blessing, 
NMiay concord alone Europe’s hberty shield! 
All nations their mghts and their freedom possessing, 
May war never call hin again tothe field! 
Ye Britons, remember, with z,rateful emotion, 
lh se heroes who've fall’n for the land of the free. 
Ang while Albion’s white cliffs shall be dash’d by the ocean, 
hail fame pour the tribute, brave hero! to thee! 
‘ lridge. ]. CHAPPLE. 
ppliiecinanal SE ER ee ee er ce AES Le? BL 
THE TRAVELLERS’ ROOM, 
ERE boots, and bags, and boxes lie, 
With hats and coats, but seldum dry ; 
There, spurs, and w hips of lengthen’d thong, 
‘To urge the lagging steed along 
Around the breaktast’s fragments spread, 
Scraps of ham, and tuasted bread ; 
Knives and forks, and spvons in plenty, 
With sugar basin nearly empty; 
And tea-pot, to the edges All’d 
With Indian Jeaf, not balf distill’d; 
And eggs, by stop-watch nicely boil’d, 
And table-cloth, a little soil’d; 
W hile one tur ** Waiter” loudly bawls, 
Another ** Boots” and ** Ostler’ calls ; 
A third the chambermaid must see, 
Who with a smile receives her tee; 
Yet wien the toilsome day 1s o'er, 
And round the board they meet once more, 
There noise, aud strife, and stern debate, 
Too oft the eveaing scene complete. 
But still a traveiler’s life may give 
A lesso. bow aright to lives 
It we, like him, our route perform, 
Regardless of the threat'ning storm, 
And urge oui way on hite’s dull road, 
Nor fa.ot beneath 1s weary load. 
Tenby, August, 1814. J. M- 














WOMEN AND WINE. 


Beauty, when advanced in age, 
in lover’s eyes finds litte tavour; 

But wine possesses this advantage, 
That age dues but improve its flavour, 








